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  TOWN OF NEWFIELDS SELECT BOARD 

MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 28, 2021 

 
 

Select Board Present:   Betsy Coes, Jacquelyn Silvani & Michael Sununu  

Others Include:  Sue Adams, Mary Belanger, Win Fream, Lt. O’Brien, Deb Rimbaud & Karen 

Stier  
 

Call to order at 7:00 pm. 

 

The Select Board reviewed and approved the following items: 

 

Checks Dated  09/21/21: Accounts Payable Manifest $    415.50    

Checks Dated  09/24/21: Accounts Payable Manifest $  5,130.41 

Checks Dated  09/30/21: Accounts Payable Manifest $  9,544.36 

Checks Dated  10/01/21: Accounts Payable Manifest $14,564.37 

Checks Dated      10/01/21: Payroll Manifest   $19,654.61 

  

Karen Stier, Deb Rimbaud & Sue Adams addressed the Board with their wish to beautify the Town 

Hall.  They listed a few safety items that they feel should be addressed including algae on the 

handicap ramp and trees that should be pruned and/or taken down. Their intent is to increase the 

curb appeal of the Town Hall. They mentioned the lack of signage for the Town Office and Police 

department.  Karen Stier also asked who manages the lawn care, and if it would be possible to 

have the lawn improved from the current crab grass.  They provided quotes for both, pruning the 

crabapple tree and lawn care.   
 

Betsy recalled what the Town Hall looked like 5-10 years ago and feels the Town Hall looks much 

nicer in comparison and has been kept up more now than in the past several years.  Betsy advised 

the group to coordinate their efforts with the Garden Club and current lawn care service.  

 

Michael explained that the Town budget includes the general upkeep, such as the Town Hall sign 

and the new AC unit which were both replaced this year.  He advised them to come back during 

Budget discussions with a list of their priorities to see if some items can be implemented.     
 

Jacqui suggested they look at landscaping ideas that would utilize the Stormwater funds such as a 

rainfall collection feature etc.  

 

Win advised that their wish list be a long-term vision because it will need to be maintained.    

 

Betsy suggested memorial bricks for the walkway.  Win commented that the ones at 

the Newfields school are all gone since they were unable to be maintained, especially due to frost 

heaves.      
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Win provided the Board with two quotes for the Town Landing survey.  Jones and Beach 

Engineering’s estimated a cost of $4,500 and Millennium Engineering, Inc. for 4,800 ($3,800 for 

staking of lot and $1,000 for plan, if requested).  Michael recognizes the need for knowing the 

Town boundaries but also recognizes the Town may not have the funds to complete the survey at 

this time.  The survey will be discussed further during the budgeting in October.  Betsy advised 

Win to reach out to Don Wilson, who researches Deeds and may be helpful in obtaining a valid 

survey of the property.  The board also discussed mooring availability and the possibility of 

obtaining kayak racks for residents to utilize.  Betsy suggested the idea of holding a lottery to help 

pay for the racks.   
  

The Board acknowledged NH DOT correspondence dated September 16th informing the Town of 

DOT’s Transportation projects scheduled for 2023-2032 and the dates and times Board members 

can attend the meetings, if they so choose.  Betsy remarked that the DOT will listen if one makes 

a lot of noise.  Michael added they would, especially if a Town Official was in attendance.  The 

only Newfields project listed is the railroad bridge on Rt. 85. 
 

The Board acknowledged receipt of the Road Agent’s proposal for usage of GOEFFR Funds.  The 

total amount requested is for $51,500 for road drainage, catch basins and pavement patches.   

 

Michael added that the Water District and Fire Department has also requested usage of funds.  Per 

Michael, Chief Buxton inquired as to whether the funds would cover the fire truck housing 

expansion.  Michael brought Betsy up to date on the proposed expansion and the possibility of 

needing another building to house the trucks.  Michael will explore the potential utilization of the 

GOEFFR funds for the Fire Department.      

  

Michael motioned, seconded by Betsy, to accept the GOEFFR funds from the Federal Government 

as unanticipated revenue.  All were in favor and the motioned carried.    

 

Michael presented the Bellamy Eagle which was commissioned by a Go Fund Me group.   Michael 

motioned, seconded by Jacqui, to accept the Bellamy Eagle from the Newfields Community Fund. 

All were in favor and the motion carried.   The Eagle will be placed above the entrance to the 

Town Hall.  Art Swanson made the Bellamy Eagle and offered to come to Newfields and provide 

the history of John Bellamy.  Win offered to have the library help assist with the presentation of 

the Bellamy Eagle.    

 

Michael mentioned that he sent an email to Allison Reichert, the Girl Scout who cleaned up a Halls 

Mill trail, acknowledging her work on the trail and mentioned to her that the Seller Family would 

like an additional walking path on their property and to let Michael know if she would be interested 

in helping Sam Burchill with the project.    

  

The Board received a reimbursement request from Charlotte Legg for the Fall Festival.  The 

request includes $500 for the band and $ 454 for the insurance.  Michael did not want to approve 

payment of the invoices until the Board receives the budget from Charlotte listing the festivals 

revenues and expenses.  Jacqui stated the funds are within the Celebration Committee’s $1,000 

specified for this event.  Michael’s understanding was the $1,000 was to provide Police detail for 

the event.  Michael suggested the festival members have a discussion with the Celebration 

Committee about the allocation of funds.  He continued by saying the Board does not tell 
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departments how to spend their funds.  If they are looking for funds above what they are getting 

from the Celebration Committee, then the Board needs to see their budget.  He agreed with paying 

the $480.00 that was originally requested but now they are also looking for money for the band.  

Michael said that he is okay with the reimbursement but just needs to see a budget.   

 

Jacqui stated that she did not understand the need to see the budget since they have an invoice in 

front of them.  

 

Michael reiterated that the board needs to see their revenues and expenses especially in context of 

the upcoming budget to ensure proper amounts are budgeted for the Celebration Committee.   His 

understanding of the Celebration Committee’s funding of the event was solely to cover the police 

detail.  Whether that is what took place, he does not know.  Charlotte will need to speak with the 

committee.  

 

Betsy will contact Charlotte for the Budget. 

 

The Board reviewed the September revenues and expenditures and the Fall Festival budget.  

  

Lt. O’Brien spoke highly of the Fall Festival that was held over the weekend, stating that there 

were no police issues.   

   

Michael motioned, seconded by Betsy, to approve the 9/14/21 Select Board Meeting Minutes as 

amended.  All were in favor and the motion carried.  

 

The Select Board decided on the following dates for upcoming meetings: 

 

October 12th & 26th 

 

At 8:28pm, The Select Board, by motion of Select Board Sununu, seconded by Select Board Coes 

and in accordance with RSA91-A:3 (II) (a), RSA91-A:3 (II) (b), RSA91-A:3 entered into a non-

public session for purpose of a Police personnel matter.  A motion to leave the non-public session 

was made by Select Board Coes and seconded by Select Board Sununu. The motion was passed 

and at 9:08 a public session reconvened. 

 

At 9:08pm, Betsy motioned, seconded by Michael to adjourn the meeting.  All were in favor and 

the motion carried.   

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

Kisha Therrien  


